
What Kind of Church?
Pas tor Ste ven Lombardo
Gifford, IL

A preacher whom I greatly re spect, Charles Spurgeon,
once wrote:  “The devil has sel dom done a clev erer thing
than hint ing to the church that part of their mis sion is to pro -
vide en ter tain ment for the peo ple, with a view to win ning
them” (The Bib li cal Evan ge list, Vol. 35, Num ber 1, Jan-Feb, 
2004).  

His words, writ ten well over a cen tury ago, could well
ap ply to seg ments of church life to day.  In fact, Dave Hunt,
writ ing in The Berean Call, Feb ru ary 2004, sounds very
much like Spurgeon:  “Some of the larg est pre sum ably
evan gel i cal churches have de signed their Sunday morn ing
ser vices based upon what the un godly want.  Miss ing are the 
fear of a holy God’s wrath against sin, trem bling re pen tance, 
and grate ful faith in Christ, the eter nal God who be came
man through the vir gin birth to suf fer the full pen alty of
God’s judg ment in our place.  Seeker-friendly churches
must not ‘of fend’ with the Truth, but pam per with the flat ter -
ing ‘gos pel’ of self-es teem, self-love, and pos i tive think -
ing—a ‘gos pel’ that can not save.  As Paul fore told, ‘they will 
not en dure sound doc trine…’ (2 Tim 4:3).”  

To day mega-churches con tinue to grow.  And, some of
these churches are flour ish ing be cause of what they have
elim i nated.  “Gone are tra di tional re li gious dogma, rit u als,
and sym bols, re placed by up lift ing songs and ser mons… 
The mes sages are en cour ag ing and easy to swal low, and no
one is called a sin ner.  It’s ‘Je sus meets the power of pos i tive
think ing” (The Chris tian Sci ence Mon i tor, Dec 30, 2003).  

The ques tion is:  “Are we in the church called to ed ify
peo ple or en ter tain them?”  That is, do we try to reach peo ple 
by feed ing them the whole coun sel of the Word of God, or,
do we seek to amuse them into the King dom?  It is a sad
com men tary on the state of the evan gel i cal church to day

when many would rather hear an up beat song than an up lift -
ing ser mon.  As a re sult, the church is su per fi cial, ane mic,
and care less about souls.  Don’t mis un der stand.  I am not
talk ing about wor ship styles or dif fer ent types of mu sic.  I
am talk ing about a con sumer men tal ity that ca ters to the
wants rather than to the needs of peo ple.  Com ment ing on
this, John Mac Ar thur writes:  “The church ser vice is too
long, you say?  We’ll shorten it (one pas tor guar an tees his
ser mon will never last more than seven min utes!).  Too for -
mal?  Wear your sweat suit.  Too bor ing?  Wait un til you hear
our band!…And if the mes sage is too con fron ta tional, or too 
judg men tal, or too ex clu sive, scary, un be liev able, hard to
un der stand, or too much any thing else for your taste,
churches ev ery where are ea ger to ad just that mes sage to
make you more com fort able…It’s Chris tian ity for con sum -
ers:  Chris tian ity Lite, the re di rec tion, wa ter ing down, and
mis in ter pre ta tion of the bib li cal gos pel in an at tempt to
make it more pal at able and pop u lar” (Hard To Be lieve, pp.
1-2).

We would do well to re mem ber Paul’s em pha sis as re -
corded in I Thessalonians 2:4 “…but just as we have been ap -
proved by God to be en trusted with the gos pel, so we speak,
not as pleas ing men, but God who ex am ines our hearts.” 

Some years ago a friend of mine hu mor ously com -
mented on the chicken soup he had eaten some place.  He
called it “Shadow of Chicken Soup.”  He said that they must
have had a chicken that they held over the hot wa ter and the
chicken’s shadow on the wa ter was what gave the soup its
in sipid fla vor.  In other words, there was very lit tle chicken
in the soup.  

What kind of “church” soup do you want?  Even better,
what kind do you need?
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“The Coming of the Lord Draweth Nigh” — I Thessalonians 5:8
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When Je sus there fore had re ceived
the vin e gar, He said, It is fin ished!

(John 19:30).

Men’s hatred has now com pleted 
its evil work.  Je sus has reached the
end of the Way of sor rows.  The cup
of suf fer ing is drained. And the work
of atone ment is ac com plished!  

My soul, break forth in re joic ing!  
Cast away your fear and dis cour age -
ment.  All doubt is sin.  All anx i ety is
a shame.  Je sus cries from the cross:
“It is fin ished!”

What I was un able to do, Je sus
has done.  Atone ment has been made
for all my sins.  I may be com pletely
des ti tute, yet I lack noth ing; for Je sus 
has wrought sal va tion for me.  No
lon ger need I la bour un der the de -
mands of the Law, for He, my pre -
cious Sub sti tute, has ful filled the
Law for me.  

Not ing shall nor can be added to
what He has done; for sal va tion is
fin ished!  It is a per fect sal va tion
even for an im per fect faith.  It is a full 
and com plete atone ment even for
him who lacks all, but who in his dis -
tress co mes to Him.

It is fin ished!  Then I need do
not hing, for it is al ready done – in my 
stead!  I have only to ac cept, and to
give thanks, and all is mine; and I am
saved!  What a mir a cle of re demp -
tion!

      Taken from “Rest A While”
by Fredrik Wisloff

2

Morning Glory
Volume LXXXIX – Number 2

March 2007

Editor: Pastor Rodney Stueland
508 5th St. NE, Dilworth, MN  56529

Send Announcements, Contributions, and Subscription Renewals to:
Barbara Stueland, 508 5th St. NE, Dilworth, MN  56529

PUBLICATION OFFICE:
HAGA PUBLISHING, 808 Martha Lake Court, Shoreview, MN  55126-5856

OFFICERS OF THE FEDERATION
President:  Paul Peterson ..................................................................................Kenyon, MN
Vice President:  Charles Albertson ......................................................................Leland, IA
Secretary:  Jim Haga ....................................................................................Shoreview, MN
Treasurer:  Barbara Stueland ..........................................................................Dilworth, MN
Kevin Gunderson ...............................................................................................Dexter, MN
Charles Hinderaker.............................................................................................Austin, MN
Townley (Toby) Knutson.....................................................................................Fargo, ND
Duane Nessa ................................................................................................Garden City, IA
Matt Peterson ...................................................................................................Kenyon, MN
Rodney Stueland.............................................................................................Dilworth, MN

CONTRIBUTIONS TAX DEDUCTIBLE
The Hauge Lutheran Innermission Federation is registered with the Department of Internal Revenue
as a non-profit religious organization.  Contributions for all phases of the Hauge Federation are
deductible for income tax purposes.

NOTE
Some Scripture is from the New King James Version.
Copyright © 1979, 1980, 1982, Thomas Nelson, Inc.

Table of Contents
What Kind of Church?....................................................................................................1

It is Finished! ..................................................................................................................2

Faith and Assurance • A Promise is a Promise ...............................................................3

Protecting the Old Ways • Assurance .............................................................................4

The Precious Blood of Christ • Remember, God doesn’t owe a Thing...........................5

Is Hell Really Eternal Torment? ..................................................................................6-7

Athirst .............................................................................................................................7

The Love of Christ • What is it to be Lost? ....................................................................8

Did Jesus and Mary Magdalene Have A Son?................................................................9

Believable …Yet Unbelievable................................................................................10-11

Editorial ........................................................................................................................12

Revive Us Again......................................................................................................13-14

Is Seeing Believing? • Appeal for Prayer ................................................................14-15

Update...........................................................................................................................16

MORNING GLORY (ISSN0745-5968, USPS 887-740) is published in February, March,
May, June, August, September, November and December, by the Hauge Lutheran
Innermission Federation, 508 5th St. NE, Dilworth, MN  56529, and printed by Haga
Publishing, 808 Martha Lake Court, Shoreview, MN  55126-5856.  Periodicals postage paid 
at Fergus Falls, MN 56538.
POSTMASTER:  Send change of address to Morning Glory, c/o Send-It Shipping &
Mailing Center, 1026 Alcott Ave. W., Fergus Falls, MN 56537.

“A careful investigation of the
biblical text, therefore, provides a
powerful antidote to the
postmodern confusion which
alleges that truth is subjective,
elusive, and ephemeral.  To the
contrary, truth is objective,
glorious, demanding, exalting,
and ultimately, it is the standard
by which we will all be judged as
we stand before the Creator of the
universe.  Embrace it with your
heart!”

Wayne Jackson



Faith And Assurance
Dr. C.F.W. Walther, in his book Law and Gos pel writes, 

“There are peo ple who re gard them selves as good Chris tians 
al though they are spir i tu ally dead.  They have never felt a
real an guish on ac count of their sins; they have never been
filled with ter ror on ac count of them, have never been ap -
palled by the thought of the hell which they have de served,
have never been on their knees be fore God, be wail ing with
bit ter tears their aw ful, dam na ble con di tion un der sin.  Much 
less have they wept sweet tears of joy and glo ri fied God for
His mercy.  They read and hear the Word of God with out be -
ing spe cially im pressed by it.  They go to church and re ceive 
ab so lu tion with out feel ing re freshed; they at tend Holy Com -
mu nion with out any in ward sen sa tion and re main as cold as
ice.  Oc ca sion ally, when they be come in wardly ag i tated be -
cause of their in dif fer ence in mat ters con cern ing their sal va -
tion and be cause of their lack of ap pre ci a tion of God’s
Word, they try to quiet their heart with the re flec tion that the
Lu theran Church teaches that the lack of spir i tual feel ing is
of no mo ment.  They rea son that this lack can not harm them
and that they can be good Chris tians not with stand ing, be -
cause they con sider them selves be liev ers.”

“How ever, they la bor un der a griev ous self-de lu sion. 
Peo ple in that con di tion have noth ing but the dead faith of
the in tel lect, a spe cious faith, or, to ex press it still more dras -
ti cally, a lip faith.  They may say with their mouths ‘I be -
lieve,’ but their heart is not con scious of it  No, in deed; a
per son who can not say, in ac cor dance with Psalm 34:8, that
he has tasted and seen that the Lord is good must not re gard
him self as be ing in a state of true faith.  More over, the apos -
tle Paul says, Rom. 8:16: “The Spirit him self beareth wit -
ness with our spirit, that we are chil dren of God.’  Can the
Holy Spirit bear this wit ness in us with out our feel ing it? 

The wit ness in court must speak loud enough for the judge to 
hear.  The same is nec es sary in this case.  Ac cord ing to
God’s Word any per son who has never felt the tes ti mony of
the Spirit that he is the child of God is spir i tu ally dead.  He
can of fer no tes ti mony in his fa vor and does wrong by con -
sid er ing him self a Chris tian nev er the less.”

Quot ing again from Dr. Walther, we read, “It would be
aw ful if any of you would have to re tire this eve ning with the 
thought in his heart: ‘I do not know whether God is gra cious
to me, whether He has ac cepted me as His child, and
whether my sins are for give.  If God were to call me hence
to night, I would not be sure whether I should die saved.’ 
God grant that not one of you will re tire in that frame of
mind; for he would lie down to rest with the wrath of God
abid ing on him.”

A Prom ise Is a Prom ise

Num bers 14:1-12

In to day’s text, we find the chil dren of Is rael dis traught over
the “evil re port” de liv ered by ten of the twelve men com mis -
sioned to spy out the land of Ca naan – the land prom ised by
God to the Is ra el ites.  Af ter re turn ing from their jour ney,
these men ac knowl edged the good ness of the land
(13:26-27), yet they de ter mined that they were un able to
claim the land due to the strength of the in hab it ants therein
(13:31-33).  Their re fusal to press for ward stemmed from a
heart of un be lief – un be lief in the prom ises of God.  Yes,
God had prom ised to give them the land that flowed with
“milk and honey,” but their lack of faith in the Lord’s prom -
ises re vealed the hard ness of their hearts and their an ger
against all who de sired to live by faith (vv. 2-4, 10).

God’s Word is full of prom ises to peo ple of ev ery age, and
be cause God is the au thor of the Bi ble, He is the au thor of
the prom ises therein.  Men of ten break prom ises, but God
can not break any prom ises He has made.  Con cern ing the
prom ises of God, the Bi ble de clares that God can not lie
(23:19, Ti tus 1:2), that God’s re cord of keep ing His prom ises is
per fect (Josh. 23:14), that God is able to do what ever He has
said (Rom.4:21) and that God is com pletely faith ful to His
word (2 Cor. 1:20; Heb.11:11).  Yes, we can be cer tain that what
God has said will come to pass in His time.  Our re spon si bil -
ity is sim ply to live out lives day by day be liev ing (ex er cis -
ing faith) in the prom ises of God con cern ing what He has
done for us, who we are in Him and what He will do yet fu -
ture.  The con se quences of faith less liv ing are dev as tat ing –
it hin ders our fel low ship with God now and will bring loss
of reward yet future.  MDC  

                                  Feature, Fundamental Evangelistic
Ass.  Telephone 559-438-0080
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Born Again?
“We have ‘born again’ Cath o lics,

‘born again’ un godly movie stars and
rock mu sic stars, etc.  It seems to me
there are going to be a lot of ’born
agains’ in Hell – un less they re ally get
‘born again’ the Bi ble way.  Un for tu -
nately, they don’t want that way be -
cause it re quires re pen tance and faith
in the Christ of the Bi ble.”

Pastor Rolland C. Starr



PROTECTING THE ‘OLD WAYS’
Rid i cule is of ten heard when speak ing of ”the things of

the past.”
It is de clared that old time doc trine and tra di tion was not 

to last.
It is true that those gone be fore were not per fect in word

or deed.
But I am con vinced we have lost or are los ing strong -

holds we need.

The New Tes ta ment teaches that we are to learn from
les sons of old.

We are to learn from their mis takes as well as faith ful -
ness told.

The same should hold to our church teach ings if from
the Word of God.

There is power in old time teach ing as was dis played in
Aaron’s rod.

Let us not get hung up on mod ern things that im prove
our way of life.

But let groups and in di vid u als fol low con science with -
out any strife.

But let us not be lit tle dan gers some mod ern in ven tions
have brought.

They helped change our moral val ues and af fected our
thought.

Many churches have for saken the old ways in hope they
will grow.

The re sults are of ten the op po site and spir i tual de te ri o -
ra tion show.

Bring ing the world into the church is never a healthy
thing to do.

Ac cept ing sin ful prac tices is say ing that the Word of
God is not true.

Are we will ing to live sep a rate lives, per haps even be
seen as odd?

Are we will ing to be rid i culed to stand firm on the Holy
Word of God?

Though we dare not wor ship “the old ways: and dis dain
things new,

May we al low the Holy Spirit to lead us in paths tried
and true.

By James M. Hite 

ASSURANCE 

Mar tin Lu ther writes, “Ye have re ceived the spirit of
adop tion, whereby we cry, Abba, Fa ther.”  This cry ing
(Abba, Fa ther) is felt when one’s con science, with out wa -
ver ing and ques tion ing, con ceives a staunch bold ness to be
quite cer tain, not only that his sins have been for given, but
also that he is a child of God, as sured of his sal va tion, and
may with a cheer ful and as sured heart and with all con fi -
dence call God his dear and cry to Him.  Of these things he
must be more cer tain than his very life, and must be ready to
suf fer ev ery kind of death, and hell in ad di tion, rather than
al low this as sur ance to be taken from him by yield ing to
doubt.

“True there may come a strife in a Chris tian caus ing him 
an anx ious feel ing, lead ing him to  think he is not a child of
God, and to imag ine and feel that God is an an gry, stern
judge, as hap pened to Job and many oth ers.  But in a con flict
of this kind, child like con fi dence, though trem bling and
quak ing, must con quer in the end or ev ery thing is lost.”
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What About Sin?

Evangelist Billy Sunday said:

“I’m against sin.  I’ll kick it as long 
as I’ve got a foot, and I’ll fight it as
long as I’ve got a fist.  I’ll butt it as
long as I’ve got a head.  I’ll bite it
as long as I’ve got a tooth.  And
when I’m old and fistless and
footless and toothless, I’ll gum it till 
I go home to Glory and it goes home 
to perdition!

Taken from Billy Sunday
D.Bruce Lockerbie

What is your attitude about sin?



The PRECIOUS
BLOOD of CHRIST

1 Pe ter 1:13 – 25

God freely of fers for give ness of sin and eter nal life to all 
who be lieve.  Why?  Be cause Je sus Christ, as a Lamb with -
out spot or blem ish, shed His pre cious blood to pay the pen -
alty for our sin (vv. 18-19).  The pre cious blood of Christ is an
in te gral part of the very ba sis of our sal va tion, as is the glo ri -
ous fact of the res ur rec tion (vv. 20-21).  The pre cious blood of
Christ pro vides the be liever’s pres ent jus ti fi ca tion as well as
de liv er ance from the wrath to come (Rom. 5:9).  The Bi ble re -
minds be lievers that if we walk in the light as He is in the
light, we will en joy not only our Lord’s fel low ship but also
con tin ual cleans ing through His blood from daily de file -
ment (1 Jn. 1:7).  We ought to strive dil i gently to be “obe di ent
chil dren,” so ber-minded and “holy in all man ner of con ver -
sation” (vv. 13-16).  If we hon estly con sider the blood of
Christ to be pre cious and if we truly are thank ful for the pre -
cious faith He has pro vided, then we will sep a rate from
worldly cor rup tion (v. 14).  We have been bought with a price
(1 Cor. 6:19-20)!  We should live in ac cor dance with that fact.

Now a word of warn ing: Any one who claims that the
word death, as in verse 19, can be sub sti tuted with the word
blood, thereby sup pos edly “clar i fy ing” the mean ing of a
par tic u lar Scrip ture, is ter ri bly mis taken.  It is “the blood
that maketh an atone ment for the soul”(Lev. 17:11).  The Lord
un equiv o cally de clares, “With out shed ding of blood is no
re mis sion” (Heb. 9:22).  Christ’s shed blood is nec es sary in or -
der to cleanse us from sin!  Those who change the word
blood to death in the Scrip tures are tam per ing with an in -
cred i bly vi tal truth.  Je sus Christ’s shed blood is pre cious in -
deed!  MHR

                  Feature, Fundmental Evangelistic Ass.,
Tel.  559-438-0080

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

REMEMBER, GOD DOESN’T 
OWE A THING!

“I do not make void the grace of God: for if righ teous -
ness is through the law, then Christ died for naught.”  (Gal.

2:21)

The road from Golgatha to Si nai is not al ways long, and
many Chris tians have walked it and thought that they did
right.  It appears so right and wise to do that, be cause our na -
ture so much pre fers to help it self rather than to live on
grace.  In all times it has be come ev i dent that the great dan -
ger that threatens the peo ple of God is this: to glide away
from grace and into the works of the law.   To carry an empty
con tainer and just have some thing given to you from day to
day, from year to year, from gen er a tion to gen er a tion – that
might eas ily be mis taken for sin ning  on grace.  In such times 
there is among Chris tians fer tile soil for bond age un der the
law, and for the teach ing of sin less ness.  

Nei ther has Sa tan any ob jec tion to tell ing us how a
Chris tian should live and what he should be, if thereby he
can sep a rate us from grace.   For there is no way that  more
cer tainly leads to eter nal death than the Phar i saic way of
works.  Where fore Je sus also has said that we must above all 
things be ware of the leaven of the Phar i sees.

To be saved by grace alone, and  then in ad di tion to that
to be per mit ted to live and die, saved by grace alone: that is
the road lead ing home to heaven again that God has built for
sin ners.  On that road we can be com pletely  saved in sor row
and in joy, in light and in dark ness, when our soul feels lifted 
to ward God, and when our heart con demns us.

“And he hath said unto me, My grace is suf fi cient  for
thee: for My power is made per fect in weak ness.  Most
gladly there fore will I rather glory in my weak nesses, that
the power of Christ may rest upon me: (II Cor. 12:9).

Lord, my sins they are many,

Like the sands of the sea,

But Thy blood, O my Sav ior,

Is suf fi cient for me; 

For Thy prom ise is writ ten

In bright let ters that glow,

“Thought your sins be as scar let,

I will make them like snow.”

Taken from “Thy Kingdom Come” by Ludvig Hope,
Published by Augsburg Publishing House
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Is Hell Really Eternal Torment?
In re cent years, the ques tion of the re al ity of hell and its

eter nal tor ment in fire has been brought into ques tion and
de nial by a grow ing num ber of evan gel i cals to day.  Pop u lar
Chris tian Apol o gist Lee Strobel, in ques tion and an swer for -
mat, says this:

“Q:  How could a lov ing God tor ture peo ple for ever?  
A:  For one thing, hell is n’t a tor ture cham ber.  Hell, is, first
of all, about relationships—bro ken re la tion ships. …In the
Bi ble, hell is sep a ra tion or ban ish ment from the most beau ti -
ful be ing in the world—God. …It’s not tor ture.  The pun ish -
ment of hell is separation from God and the shame, an guish,
and re gret that go along with it.  The pain may be both men -
tal and phys i cal, but it will be the pain and sor row of fi nal,
un end ing ban ish ment from God and the good life for which
we were cre ated.

Q:  Will peo ple burn in flames in hell?  
A:  I be lieve that the imagery of flames the Bi ble uses to de -
scribe hell is a fig ure of speech.  Try ing to take the flames of
hell lit er ally re sults in non sense.

Q:  Does n’t the phrase “gnash ing of teeth” used to de -
scribe hell mean that peo ple are in pain and tor ture?  
A:  “Gnash ing of teeth” is an ex pres sion of rage at re al iz ing
you’ve just made a huge mis take.  When you hear about
peo ple grind ing their teeth or grit ting their teeth to day, it
means they’re an gry or frus trated, not that they are be ing
tor tured.” (The Case for Faith, (Stu dent Edi tion) pp. 63-65)

Probe Min is tries, which is on Chris tian ra dio and the
Internet says this:  “Tor ment co mes from the men tal and
phys i cal an guish of know ing we used our free dom for evil
and chose wrongly.  The an guish re sults from the sor row and 
shame of the judg ment of be ing for ever away from God and
all that is mean ing ful and joy ful. …The flames of hell are
gen er ated by the in di vid ual who has re jected God.  It is not a
place where peo ple are forced against their will to un dergo
ag o niz ing pain. …such is the an guish of hell.  The pain co -
mes from the re gret of all that was lost.  A per son ex pe ri -
ences sep a ra tion from God, the ul ti mate good. …God does
not send any body to hell; peo ple choose to go there. ” (Hell:
The Hor ri ble Choice by Pat rick Zukeran, probe.org)

One min is try summed it up like this:  “Do you hon estly
believe that Je sus would ap ply that kind of sa dis tic tor ture
upon your lost chil dren, par ents, spouses, friends and neigh -
bors?  Je sus is not cruel and un just.” (HE HAD Faith
Ministries, Rog ers, MN.)

Thus, these peo ple and many with them be lieve that hell
is not eter nal tor ment in flames.  Ul ti mately they be lieve that 
the very char ac ter of God does not al low this.  Since God
loves ev ery body, He would not pun ish peo ple in tor ment

for ever.  It is be yond His char ac ter!

Let’s let the Scrip ture speak for it self  re gard less of
what per sonal rea son would want to tell us

In Mat thew 25, the fi nal judg ment is laid be fore us.  Je -
sus sits upon His throne judg ing all man kind (vv.31-32 ).  All
na tions are brought be fore Him and He sep a rates the be liev -
ers from the un be liev ers (v. 32).  What a sep a ra tion that will
be!  To the un be liev ers, Je sus de clares this:  “De part from
Me, ac cursed ones, into the eter nal fire which has been pre -
pared for the devil and his an gels.” (v. 41).  From this we learn 
1) God does send peo ple to hell.  Je sus is com mand ing the
un be liev ing peo ple into hell.  It is based upon whether these
peo ple came to per sonal re pen tance of sin and faith in Je sus
in their lives.  These peo ple did not, so Je sus or ders them to
their des tiny.  Je sus em pha sizes this yet even more when He
says, “But I will warn you whom to fear; fear the One who
af ter He has killed has au thor ity to cast into hell; yes, I tell
you, fear Him!” (Lk. 12:5)  Je sus de scribes God as One who
both KILLS peo ple and CASTS them into Hell!

We also learn that 2)  hell is a place of tor ment in fire.
This place where Je sus is com mand ing these peo ple to go is
called “eter nal fire.”  (Matt. 25:41)  We need only look to other
Scrip tures to see if this fire is fig u ra tive or lit eral.  In Luke
16, a cer tain rich man went to hell.  In hell he yearned for just 
a drop of cold wa ter to cool of his tongue, “for I am in ag ony
in this flame.” (Lk. 16:24)   It was not just the pain of a bro ken
re la tion ship, but ag ony and tor ment of be ing on fire.  We see
this also in Rev e la tion 14 where eter nity is de scribed this
way:  “He will also drink of the wine of the wrath of God,
which is mixed in full strength in the cup of His an ger; and
he will be tor mented with fire and brim stone in the pres ence
of the holy an gels and in the pres ence of the Lamb.  And the
smoke of their tor ment goes up for ever and ever;  and they
have no rest day and night…” (Rev. 14:10-11)  The fire and tor -
ment of hell is all too real.

We also learn that  3)  This tor ment is eter nal.  Af ter Je -
sus has sep a rated the be liev ing from the un be liev ing and
cast the un be liev ing into hell, then the Scrip ture re cords this:  
“And these will go away into eter nal pun ish ment, but the
righ teous into eter nal life.” (Matt. 25:46)  The tor ment, burn -
ing and ag ony of hell never end.  It is de scribed as eter nal
tor ment.  To say that it is not eter nal is to say that heaven is
not eter nal ei ther, be cause they are de scribed with the ex act
same words in the ex act same verse.  Peo ple are not burned
up or an ni hi lated as some teach, but rather, they are tor -
mented for ever.  We can look at the Scrip tures al ready ref er -
enced above, as the rich man in hell from Luke 16 did not
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burn up and the un be liev ing from Rev e la tion 14 are de -
scribed as “hav ing no rest day or night” and “the smoke of
their tor ment as cends up for ever and ever.” (Rev. 14:11)  

If my mind can not fathom such a thing and my per cep -
tion of God does not al low for Him to do such a thing, then I
must sub mit my lim ited un der stand ing to the straight for -
ward claims of the Word of God.  I may not un der stand it and 
I may not like it, but that does not change the re al ity of it. 
Rather, I need to sub mit to the Scrip tures’ au thor ity and heed 
their warn ing.

Dear reader, will you be duped by the new preach ers
who deny God’s wrath?  The clear teach ing of the Bi ble is
that man kind has sinned and is un der God’s wrath.  This
wrath will ul ti mately be poured out upon all out side of
Christ.  It will be burn ing in fire and tor ment, weep ing and
gnash ing of teeth, gnaw ing your tongue for pain.  It will be a
lake of fire where peo ple burn and suf fer God’s wrath for
eter nity.  It will be sep a ra tion from God and all the good ness
that He is into the the pres ence of the devil and his an gels
(de mons).  It will last for eter nity and there will be no re lief
from its ag ony, there will be no hope for the fu ture and there
will be no sec ond chance for you to be saved from this hor ri -
ble state.  You have but one chance in this life time, and then
the door will be shut.  To deny this is to call Je sus a liar!
This is not pop u lar to day and is re jected by many, but it is
still the truth of the Bi ble.

God has pro vided a way for you to es cape this hor ri ble
place called hell.  He has given Je sus on the cross to die for
all your sins.  Je sus bore the fierce wrath and fury of God
that you de served.  He died for ev ery sin of ev ery per son of
all time.  In Christ you can be for given all your sins, be de -
clared righ teous in God’s sight, made God’s child, and en ter
in the glory of heaven.  To have this you must do two things:  
1)  Re pent of your sins, and 2) Re ceive Christ as your own
per sonal Sav ior and fol low Him as Lord of your life.

If you will not do this, then you will go to hell.

Pastor Jim Haga
Shoreview, MN

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Af ter this, Je sus know ing that all things were now
ac com plished, that the Scrip ture might be ful filled,

saith, I thirst (John 19:28).

The soul of Je sus was athirst.  He yearned for love and
un der stand ing.   He thirsted for hu man souls.  His two out -
stretched arms were as an in vi ta tion to the whole world to
come to Him.

This, how ever, is not what Je sus has in mind when He
ex claims: “I thirst!”  He re fers to phys i cal thirst.  It is now
about 3:00 o’clock.  Je sus was cru ci fied at 9:00 o’clock.  For 
six long hours the had been sus pended on the cross.  The
great est phys i cal suf fer ing con nected with cru ci fix ion was
thirst.  As time went on, the thirst be came like a fire burn ing
in ev ery part of the vic tim’s body.  It was the re sult of loss of
blood.  Cru ci fix ion brought on a high fe ver.  For six hours
Je sus had been bleed ing, and so He cries in pain: “I thirst!”  

Dur ing the first three hours on the cross Je sus was so oc -
cu pied with the wel fare of those who stood about the cross
His ex e cu tion ers, the rob bers, His mother, and John – that
He for got His own pain.  Dur ing the next  three hours, when
dark ness cov ered the earth, His an guish of soul was so great
that His phys i cal suf fer ing faded into the back ground.  How -
ever, when the light again ap pears, the thirst makes it self felt 
like a con sum ing fire; and  then He cries: “ thirst!”

Thanks be to Thee, my Sav ior, for what Thou has suf -
fered.  It was all for me.

Taken from “Rest A While” by Fredrik Wisloff
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“He who be lieves in the Son has eter nal
life; but he who does not obey the Son
shall not see life, but the wrath of God

abides on him.”
(John 3:36)

So far as is known, no bird ever tried to
build more nests than its neigh bor.  No fox ever
fret ted be cause he had only one hole in the
earth in which to live and hide.  No squir rel
ever died in anx i ety lest he should not lay up
enough nuts for two win ters in stead of one. 
And no dog ever lost sleep over the fact that he
did not have enough bones bur ied in the ground 
for his de clin ing years.  So many peo ple put the 
em pha sis on the wrong things.               Se lected



The Love Of Christ
“The love of Christ, which passeth knowl edge” (Ephe -

sians 3:19)

The love of Christ in its sweet ness, its full ness, its great -
ness, its faith ful ness, passeth all hu man com pre hen sion. 
Where shall lan guage be found which shall de scribe His
match less, un par al leled love to wards the chil dren of men? 
It is so vast and bound less that, as the swal low but skimmeth
the wa ter and diveth not into its depths, so all de scrip tive
words but touch the sur face, while depths im mea sur able lie
be neath.  

Well might the poet say, “O Love, thou fath om less
abyss!” for this love of Christ is in deed mea sure less and
fath om less; non can at tain unto it.

Be fore we can have any right idea of the love of Je sus,
we must un der stand His pre vi ous glory in its height of maj -
esty, and His in car na tion upon the earth in all its depths of
shame.

But who can tell us the maj esty of Christ?  When He was 
en throned in the high est heav ens, He was very God of very
God; by Him were the heav ens made and all the hosts
thereof.  His own al mighty arm up held the spheres; the
praises of cher u bim and ser a phim per pet u ally sur rounded
Him; the full cho rus of the hal le lu jahs of the uni verse un -
ceas ingly flowed to the foot of His throne.  He reigned su -
preme above all His crea tures, God over all, blessed for ever.  
Who can tell His height of glory then?

And who, on the other hand, can tell how low He de -
scended?  To be a man was some thing; to be a man of sor -
rows was far more. To bleed, die and suf fer!  These were
much for Him who was the Son of God, but to suf fer such
un par al leled ag ony, to en dure a death of shame and de ser -
tion by His Fa ther, this is a depth of con de scend ing love
which the most in spired mind must ut terly fail to fathom.

Herein is love!  And truly it is love that “passeth knowl -
edge.”

Oh, let this love fill our hearts with ador ing grat i tude
and lead us to prac ti cal man i fes ta tions of its power.

Charles Spurgeon

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

The habit of intemperance by men in office has
occasioned more injury to the public and more

trouble to men than all other causes; and were I
to commence my administration again, the first
question I would ask respecting a candidate for
office would be, ”Does he use ardent spirits?” 

Thomas Jefferson

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

What It Is to Be Lost!

“For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole
world, and lose his own soul?”  (Mark 8:36)

Oh, that we would wake up to the thought of what it is to be
lost!  The world has been rocked to sleep by Sa tan, who is
go ing up and down tell ing peo ple that it does n’t mean any -
thing.

I be lieve in the old-fash ioned Heaven and Hell.   Christ came 
down to save us from a ter ri ble place, and any man who is
cast down to Hell from here must go in the full blaze of the
Gos pel and over the man gled body of the Son of God.

We hear of a man who has lost his health.  We sym pa thize
with him, and we say it is very sad.  Our hearts are drawn out
to sym pa thy.  

Here is an other man who has lost his wealth, and we say,
“That is very sad.”

Here is an other man who has lost his rep u ta tion, his stand ing 
among men.  “That is sad der still,” we say.

We know what it is to lose health and wealth and rep u ta tion,
but what is the loss of all these things com pared with the loss 
of the soul?

D.L. Moody
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“Are not five spar rows sold for two cop -
per coins?  And not one of them is for -
got ten be fore God.  But even the very
hairs of your head are all num bered. 
Do not fear there fore, you are of more
value than many spar rows.”

Luke 12:6-7



Did Jesus and Mary Magdalene
Have A Son?

“The Lost Tomb of Jesus,” a new documentary, suggests
just that.  Is it a Titanic discovery or the world’s biggest

fraud?

The Acad emy Award-win ning di rec tor be hind “Ti tanic”
is at tempt ing to chal lenge fun da men tal ten ets of Chris tian ity
by sug gest ing that Je sus may have been a fa ther whose body
was bur ied far from the Je ru sa lem tomb where be liev ers say
he rose from the dead.  

In a doc u men tary set to air Sunday [March 4], filmmaker
James Cameron and his team con tend that they’ve pro duced
new ev i dence that Je sus mar ried Mary Mag da lene and fa -
thered a son named Ju dah. Bib li cal ex perts and ar chae ol o -
gists who are fa mil iar with the cen tral ev i dence in stantly
dis counted the claim, which the Dis cov ery Chan nel has
touted as pos si bly “the great est ar chae o log i cal find in his -
tory,” as an ill-in formed, re cy cled pub lic ity grab. 

The chances that the findings in “The Lost Tomb of Je -
sus” are real “are more than re mote,” said Is rael Mu seum cu -
ra tor Da vid Mevorah. “They are closer to fantasy.” 

If proved true, the findings would un der cut Chris tian be -
liefs that Jesus never had chil dren and that he rose from the
dead. The doc u men tary also con tra dicts long-held be liefs by
Ro man Cath o lic and Or tho dox Chris tians that Je sus had lain
in a tomb around which Chris tians built the Church of the
Holy Sep ul cher in the Old City of Je ru sa lem. 

“It does n’t get big ger than this,” Cameron said Mon day.
“We’ve done our home work …now it’s time for the de bate to
be gin.” The Dis cov ery Chan nel doc u men tary and an ac com -
pa ny ing book cen ter on a 2,000-year-old lime stone tomb that
was dis cov ered more than 25 years ago in Je ru sa lem be tween
the Old City and Beth le hem. 

When the tomb was un cov ered in 1980, spe cial ists were
called in. The man who led the ef fort was Amos Kloner, an
ar chae ol o gist from Bar Ilan Uni ver sity, who doc u mented the
findings. The tomb con tained 10 lime stone burial boxes and
scat tered bones. Among the in scrip tions on the cas kets: Je -
sus, son of Jo seph; Mary; Ju dah, son of Je sus. 

Five of the burial boxes, known as os su aries, had names
that could be linked to the Bi ble, in clud ing ver sions of Joseph 
and Mat thew. Then and now, Kloner took no note of the
names, say ing they were com mon at the time. 

But Dis cov ery hired a stat is ti cian who con cluded that the 
chances that this was the tomb of Je sus and his fam ily were
600 to 1. 

Mevorah called that “a good trick.” While the col lec tion
of names might seem com pel ling, he said the names were

pop u lar at the time and that an other os su ary with the in scrip -
tion “Je sus, son of Jo seph” is on dis play in Florida as part of a 
trav el ing ex hi bi tion of Chris tian ar ti facts. 

The doc u men tary used DNA test ing on sam ples from the
os su ary for Jesus and for Mary to show that the two sets of
bones were n’t re lated, ev i dence the TV re search ers said in di -
cated that the two prob a bly were mar ried 

The doc u men tary sug gests that the os su ary la beled Ju -
dah, son of Je sus, may have car ried the bones of their son,
though the re search ers make no men tion of do ing DNA
testing on that box. 

Af ter watch ing a re view copy of the doc u men tary,
Kloner said it was lit tle more than a pub lic ity stunt. The doc u -
men tary and book aren’t the first to fo cus on the tomb. A
BBC crew in 1996 con cluded the tomb was that of Je sus and
his fam ily. Sci en tists and re li gious lead ers also chal lenged
that re port. 

Lead ing the lat est team was Simcha Jacobovici, who was
at the cen ter of a sim i lar stir four years ago when he produced
an other piece for the ca ble com pany. That doc u men tary fo -
cused on an os su ary that was thought to be the old est ar chae -
o log i cal find to bol ster the Bi ble. It bore the in scrip tion:
James son of Jo seph, brother of Je sus. Within months,
however, Israel’s An tiq ui ties Au thor ity deemed the ossuary a 
fake.

Dion Nissenbaum • McClatchy Foreign Correspondent
Jerusalem

Taken from The Star Tribune, Feb. 27, 2006

Ed i tors Note:  The un be liev ing world is al ways try ing to dig
up some ev i dence to try and deny the au thor ity of the Bi ble
and its re cord of Je sus.  All it ac com plishes is to try and pro -
vide a tem po rary re lief for their guilty con sciences.  If they
can con vince them selves that Je sus is not the Son of God and
risen from the dead, then they won’t have to stand in judg -
ment be fore Him and go to an eter nal hell be cause of their sin.

We know that Je sus IS risen from the dead and that He never
mar ried or fa thered any chil dren.  We know this be cause of
the faith ful tes ti mony of the Scrip tures.  Ev ery thing they
have predicted has or will come true.   Those who have come
to Je sus know that He is alive, He does for give sin ners their
sin, He does change lives and the Bi ble is true with out er ror. 
Everything it tells us of Je sus is true and events will hap pen
just as they are pre dicted.
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Believable…Yet Unbelievable

Web Site Aimed at “Teens” Promotes
Homosexuality

A Web site that tar gets its mes sages to “tweens,” which
it iden ti fies as those ages 9 - 14, is pro mot ing ho mo sex u al ity 
to those  chil dren be cause the idea of one-man-and-one
woman is “so last cen tury.”  

The Web sit (Kidzworld) …is lob by ing chil dren to op -
pose the pol icy by the Boy Scouts of Amer ica against al low -
ing ho mo sex u als to lead troops of young boys, and
ad vo cates for the “rights” of ho mo sex u als to adopt chil -
dren…

…(T)he Web site’s agenda is un abashed through out its
mes sages to the chil dren:

“Is n’t the most im por tant is sue to have two par ents who
love you?  Does it re ally mat ter if a child has two mom mies
or two dad dies?”  it tells read ers.…

(N)one of the pro-ho mo sex ual com ments was found on
the first page, the lo ca tion most par ents who ac tu ally do in -
spect a site would be most likely to check. …They were
found em bed ded in the site as a reader fol lows var i ous links.

WorldNetDaily.com

Forty Thousand Abortions in Israel

New re ports in di cate that there are about 40,000 abor -
tions that take place ev ery year in Is rael.  Ac cord ing to of fi -
cial re cords, the gov ern ment ap proves and pays for about
half of the abor tions, which are car ried out in pub lic hos pi -
tals .…

Ste ven Mosher, the pres i dent of the Pop u la tion Re -
search In sti tute, says abor tions have caused pop u la tion
prob lems for Is rael.

“With birth rates well be low re place ment, Is rael’s econ -
omy has sur vived over the past de cade and a half largely be -
cause of the steady in flux of Jews from Rus sia and the other
for mer So viet re pub lics,” Mosher said.

Lifenews.com

Muslims Pose Major Danger for
Indonesian Christians

Chris tians in the world’s most pop u lous Mus lim na tion
did n’t let the threat of vi o lence keep them from church,
Agape Press re ports.  On Christ mas Day, tens of thou sands
of po lice guarded churches in In do ne sia.  The coun try has
190 mil lion Mus lims but is also home to a sig nif i cant Chris -

tian mi nor ity.  Dr. Carl Moeller, Pres i dent of Open Doors
USA, says over the past year ten sions have mounted be -
tween Chris tians and Mus lims.  “We’ve seen in just one
prov ince, Cen tral Sulawesi, 15 bomb ex plo sions, which
have killed at least two Chris tians,” he notes.  Still, says
Moeller, Chris tian churches are grow ing through out the
Mus lim-dom i nated na tion.

RELIGION TODAY

South Africa to Legalize “Gay  Marriage”

South Af rica be came the fifth coun try to le gal ize “gay
mar riage” No vem ber 30 when act ing pres i dent Phumzile
Mlambo-Ngcuka signed a land mark bill into law.  South Af -
rica is the first Af ri can coun try to re de fine mar riage.  World -
wide, Can ada, Spain, Bel gium and the Neth er lands also
rec og nize “mar riage” among ho mo sex ual cou ples.

Selected

Israeli High Court Orders “Gay Marriage”
Recognition

In a land mark 6 - 1 de ci sion, Is rael’s Su preme Court No -
vem ber 21 or dered the gov ern ment to be gin rec og niz ing
“gay mar riages: from other coun tries, such as Can ada.  Al -
though the de ci sion does n’t give ho mo sex ual cou ples the
abil ity to “marry” within Is rael’s bor ders, it none the less puts 
Is rael at odds with coun tries such as Great Brit ain and the
United States, nei ther of which rec og nizes for eign  “gay
mar riages.”

The rul ing by the High Court of Jus tice – the name for
Is rael’s high est court – gives ho mo sex ual cou ples the same
le gal ben e fits as tra di tional cou ples, in clud ing tax breaks
and the abil ity to adopt, the Je ru sa lem Post re ported.  The
de ci sion forces the gov ern ment to reg is ter the “mar riages”
like it does any other mar riage.

“We don’t have a Jew ish state here.  We have Sodom
and Go mor rah here,” law maker Moshe Gafni told Is rael’s
Army Ra dio, ac cord ing to the As so ci ated Press.  “I as sume
that ev ery sane per son in the state of Is rael, pos si bly the en -
tire Jew ish world, is shocked, be cause the sig nif i cance is the
de struc tion of the fam ily unit in the state of Is rael.”

 BAPTIST PRESS
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Legal Group Tells IRS to Back Off Efforts
Intimidating Churches

Agape Press re ports that a re li gious lib er ties group says
it has had enough of the In ter nal Rev e nue Ser vice’s bul ly ing 
pas tors and wants those pas tors and churches to know that
the U.S. Con sti tu tion trumps IRS reg u la tions about what can 
and can’t be said from the pul pit.  The Wash ing ton, D.C.
based Beck et Fund for Re li gious Lib erty says the First
Amend ment takes pre ce dence over reg u la tions es tab lished
by the IRS con cern ing po lit i cal speech from the pul pit of a
house of wor ship.  An thony Picarello, vice pres i dent and
gen eral coun sel for the Beck et Fund, says the first mis take
most churches make when they are con fronted with an IRS
in ves ti ga tion is keep ing quiet about it.  He rec om mends they 
go pub lic.  “Make sure that the world knows about what’s
go ing on,” he sug gests.  “I think that’ one of the best ap -
proaches that a church can take when it’s con fronted with
this sort of in ves ti ga tion.”  

RELIGION TODAY

Russia sees 1.5 Million Legal Abortions
Annually, 120K Women Injured

The num ber of abor tions in Rus sia is now about 1.5 mil -
lion an nu ally, just un der the num ber of births there, which
num ber 1.6 mil lion per year.  How ever, de spite abor tion’s
le gal sta tus, women con tinue to be in jured by it; and as many 
as 120,000 women ex pe ri ence med i cal prob lems fol low ing
abor tions.  

 lifenews.com

Facing Lawsuit, University of Georgia
Agrees to Recognize Christian Fraternity

Two days af ter Chris tian law yers filed a dis crim i na tion
law suit against the Uni ver sity of Geor gia, ad min is tra tors an -
nounced (De cem ber 5) they would rec og nize a Chris tian
fra ter nity and con sider elim i nat ing the school’s non dis crim -

i na tion pol icy re gard ing re li gious groups  The Al li ance De -
fense Fund and the Chris tian Le gal So ci ety ….Sued the
uni ver sity af ter it de nied of fi cial rec og ni tion to Beta Up si lon 
Chi, a Chris tian fra ter nity.  The group was de nied rec og ni -
tion, be cause it re fused to sign the school’s  pol icy that
would have re quired the group to ac cept non-Chris tian
mem bers and of fi cers.  

cnsnews.com
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“But it shall come about, if you will not obey the
Lord your God, to ob serve to do all His com -

mand ments and His stat utes with which I charge 
you this day, that all these curses shall come

upon you and over take you.”

(Deut. 28:15)

“Upon the cross 
of Je sus

Mine eye at times 
can see

The very dy ing form
of One

Who suf fered there 
for me”
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Ed i to rial 
RES

The Priv i lege of Know ing Jesus
(Please prayer fully read Psalm 116)

Why do we of ten fo cus on what we don’t have, in -
stead of the gifts that have been ‘en trusted’ to us?

As you are well aware of , “Ev ery good gift and ev -
ery per fect gift is from above, and co mes down from the
Fa ther of lights, with whom there is no vari a tion of
shadow of turn ing” James 1:17. The word
‘thanksgiving’ is men tioned many times through out the
in spired Scrip tures, the Bi ble.  Thanksgiving unto the
LORD is al ways timely BUT we need to be care ful that
we don’t get taken up with the ‘gifts’ more than the
Giver!  We should trace our ‘gifts’ unto the Giver and
thank HIM.  

WHEN is the last time you told JESUS “I love
You”, pro vided you do love Him?

What a priv i lege to not only know JESUS as your
per sonal Sav iour (Amaz ing Grace), but to speak to Him
at any time through prayer and HE never turns a ‘deaf
ear’ or gives a ‘busy sig nal’ from Heaven.   

It is at the foot of the ‘Cross’ that bur dens are lifted
and where the ground is level. A Chris tian ALWAYS
finds his/her place at the foot of the Cross.  As you see, it
is only those who have noth ing but sin who come here to
find and ex pe ri ence peace with God and the peace of
God.  To the un saved the Cross is not that sig nif i cant; oh
yes, there may be some emo tions that run through their
veins; BUT the child of God has no other place to find
‘ref uge’ and he/she never looses the ‘mar vel’ of the
cleans ing power of the blood of the cru ci fied and risen
ONE!  And yes, HE is com ing again!  “For the eyes of
the LORD are on the righ teous, And His ears are open to
their prayers: But the face of the LORD is against those
who do evil” 1 Pe ter 3:12.  Just think who we are and
who He is and we can con verse with HIM on a one to one 
ba sis through the one  and only Me di a tor!  

We can go through much pain, but the Psalm ist men -
tions that earth knows no sor row that Heaven cannot
feel!  As we trust,  rest and obey IN HIM, we know that

HE is in con trol, and what we then ex pe ri ence is Fa ther
fil tered.  What a Sov er eign God and Sav iour we have as
noth ing catches our God by ac ci dent or sur prise. 

Have you ever found your self a re cip i ent of some -
one’s  kind ness/good ness to you but just don’t know
how to ex press your ap pre ci a tion?  Then please no tice in 
verse 12 how the Psalm ist re sponds:  1)  “I will take up
the cup of sal va tion”, 2)  I will “call upon the name of the 
LORD”, 3)  “I will pay my vows to the LORD” and 4). 
“Now in the pres ence of all His peo ple.”  “Or do you de -
spise the riches of His good ness, for bear ance, and long -
suf fer ing, not know ing that the good ness of God leads
you to re pen tance?” Romans 2:4.  Thanksgiving is the
mem ory of the heart - verse 17.  “There fore let us go
forth to Him, out side the camp, bear ing His re proach. 
For here we have no con tin u ing city, but we seek the one
to come.  There fore by Him let us con tin u ally of fer the
sac ri fice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips,
giv ing thanks to His name. But do not for get to do good
and to share, for with such sac ri fices God is well
pleased” (He brews 13:13-16).

God says “Be faith ful un til death, and I will give you 
the crown of life.”  God so loves YOU that HE says that
even the pro cess of com ing Home is pre cious in His
sight, for be ing “Home” for all ETERNITY is ‘pre cious’
to Him who loves you so much – safe and se cure. 
Heaven is pos si ble BECAUSE HE paid the ‘debt’ that
HE did n’t owe, and a ‘debt’ that is to tally im pos si ble for
YOU and I to pay.  He paid it in our stead.

For “I have fought the good fight, I have fin ished the 
race, I have kept the faith.  Fi nally, there is laid up for me
the crown of righ teous ness, which the Lord, the righ -
teous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me
only but also to all who have loved His ap pear ing” (II

Tim o thy 4:7-8).  There is a new way of spell ing HEAVEN –  
HOME.  By the GRACE OF GOD, will you be there?
ARE YOU SURE? Heaven is a pre pared place for a
pre pared peo ple! 



Revive Us Again

In his book A New Spring time, Rob ert Lee, pres i dent of
the AFLC, said that there were six prin ci ples that sum ma rize 
the Spirit of awak en ing sparked by Hans Neilsen Hauge.
They are as fol lows:

1. The de mand for true con ver sion, with em pha sis on
the work ing of God’s Law in bring ing the sin ner to re pen -
tance. Over the last 150 years the Holy Spirit has slowly
been stripped of the only tool at its dis posal to bring the
knowl edge of sin. Paul said in Romans 3:20: “By the Law
co mes the knowl edge of sin.” He says in Romans 3:19;
“Now we know that what ever the law says, it says to
those who are un der the law, that ev ery mouth may be
stopped, and all the world may be come guilty be fore
God.” And in Romans 5:20: “More over the law en tered
that the of fense might abound.”

If I’m out driv ing around and and pretty soon I’m cruis -
ing with the flow of traf fic. I look down at my speed om e ter
and I see it’s at 70 mph. Well the speed limit is 55 mph, but
ev ery one else is do ing it, and it does feel good. Be sides, it’s
only 15 miles over and ev ery one would stare at me and
make ob scene ges tures at me if I was do ing the speed limit
when ev ery one else was n’t. 

Then all of a sud den I see a cop car with its lights flash -
ing and its si ren blast ing en ter ing the free way. I look at my
speed om e ter and see that it’s at 70 mph and I think, “Oh no,
15 miles over.” I know that for ev ery mile per hour over it
adds up to more money. It no lon ger mat ters that ev ery one is
do ing it. I know if I’m stand ing in front of a judge, and I give 
him that ex cuse he will throw the book at me, so I hit my
brakes and slow down to 55 and hope that he’s af ter some -
one else, in stead of me. The Law en tered and the offense
abounded. I saw my ac tions for what they were, lawlessness.

That’s the way the world is, ev ery one is on the free way
of life, and ev ery body is speed ing along, do ing their own
thing. They think, no big deal, ev ery one is do ing it. They
think the law has for got ten to pa trol that sec tion of the road. 

More than ever, to day we need a re vival of the preach -
ing of the law so that peo ple will see their sin and cry out,
“What must I do to be saved?” Only then will they be pre -
pared to re ceive the good news of the Gos pel. 

2. Liv ing faith, a vi tal and per sonal com mit ment to Je -
sus Christ as Sav ior and Lord, man i fested in holy liv ing.
Hans Hauge faced the same di lemma that John Wes ley faced 
in Eng land. With the state church ev ery one was bap tized

and ev ery one’s names were writ ten on the churches rolls, so
ev ery one pre sumed they were also writ ten in the “Lamb’s
Book of Life”. But John Wes ley and Hans Hauge preached
that no one could claim they were a Chris tian un less they
were born of God and had the wit ness of the spirit within
them. 

James says faith with out works is dead. If you call your -
self a Chris tian and your life is the same as your un be liev ing
neigh bor, you had better ex am ine your self to see if you are
in the faith. If your faith does n’t af fect the way you live and
think, James calls it dead. You could be in dan ger of Christ
say ing to you on that day, “De part from me I never knew
you.” Liv ing faith is a life chang ing faith, it’s be ing changed
from one de gree of glory to an other.

3. An eth i cal em pha sis on sanc ti fi ca tion.
From Nel son’s Bi ble Dic tio nary we read:

SANCTIFICATION: “The pro cess of God’s grace by which 
the be liever is sep a rated from sin and be comes ded i cated to 
God’s righ teous ness. Ac com plished by the Word of God
and the Holy Spirit, sanc ti fi ca tion re sults in ho li ness, or
pu ri fi ca tion from the guilt and power of sin.”

As Chris tians we are set aside, we are sep a rated from the 
world, we are God’s own peo ple. Eph 5:7-8:  “There fore
do not be par tak ers with them.   Walk in Light, for you
were once dark ness, but now you are light in the Lord.
Walk as chil dren of light.”  

4. An em pha sis on per sonal Sal va tion.
Nor way in Hauge’s day had a state church. You were

born into it. You were bap tized and ev eryone was a Chris -
tian. Lutheranism in many churches has re verted back to
that. It’s sacramentalism. You’re bap tized, when your older
you’re Con firmed, then you take Com mu nion and at tend
church; as long as you per form the rit u als, then you’re OK.
That’s re li gion, but that is not Chris tian ity, which is a per -
sonal sal va tion. God does n’t have any grand chil dren. He
only has chil dren. And how do you become a child? You
have to be born! How do you be come a child of God? You
have to be born of God. John 1:12-13 “But as many as re -
ceived Him, to them He gave the right to be come chil -
dren of God, to those who be lieve in His name: who were
born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of God.”  That co mes when you see your
sins for what they are, re bel lion against God, and you see
“Christ cru ci fied” as the only rem edy for your sins.
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5. Vig i lance, or the con tin ual need for Chris tians to
watch and pray lest they fall and to ex am ine them selves
spir i tu ally on a reg u lar ba sis.

This is so im por tant. “Prone to wan der Lord I feel it.
Prone to leave the God I love,” the hymn writer says. We’re
like Adam and Eve, like Sam son, Da vid, Ju das, and like Pe -
ter, it’s easy to loose our first love, it’s easy to be come luke -
warm. Heb 3:13: “But en cour age one an other day af ter
day, as long as it is still called “To day,” lest any one of
you be hard ened by the de ceit ful ness of sin.” In  He brews
2:1 we read “There fore we must give the more ear nest
heed to the things we have heard, lest we drift away.”
What have we heard, what have we read, what have we med -
i tated on? We need to stay in His word; we need to hear the
preach ing of the Word, lest we drift away. 

We need to: (2 Cor 13:5) “Ex am ine your selves as to
whether you are in the faith. Test your selves. Do you not
know your selves, that Je sus Christ is in you? - un less in -
deed you fail the test.” It’s easy to be de ceived, to think we
are saved and to not be. Scrip ture tells us that this is a big
cat e gory; Je sus said many will come on that day, and Je sus
will tell them,  “Go, I never knew you”.  We of ten time ask
peo ple “Do you know the Lord?” Maybe the cor rect way to
ask this ques tion is: “Does the Lord know you?” Paul says
ex am ine your self.  This is a pass, fail test as Paul says, If
Christ is in you, you pass, if not you fail. How sad that day
will be for so many peo ple when they find out just be ing re li -
gious was n’t enough.

6. Evan ge lism, a burn ing com pul sion to spread the
Good News by means of sim ple and di rect per sonal out -
reach. 

Je sus Christ came to seek and to save that which is lost.
If we are His, that will be our de sire too. 

George Whitefield, the fa mous Eng lish Evan ge list,
said, “O Lord give me souls, or take my soul.” 

Henry Martyn, mis sion ary, kneel ing on In dia’s coral
strands, cried out, “Here let me burn out for God.”

Charles Spurgeon said, “If sin ners be damned, at least
let them leap to Hell over our bod ies. If they will per ish let
them per ish with our arms about their knees. Let no one go
there unwarned and unprayed for.”

John Hunt, a mis sion ary to the Fiji Is lands, a prayer
upon his dy ing bed said, “Lord, save Fiji, save Fiji, save
these peo ple, O Lord, have mercy on Fiji, save Fiji." (To day
that prayer is be ing an swered, there is a re vival go ing on in
Fiji).

These were the prin ci ples of the Haugean re vival that
stirred Nor way and many of our great, great grand par ents in
Nor way years ago. They would stir us too if we took them to
heart and prac ticed them in our daily lives and preached

them from our pul pits. 
Submitted by Pastor Wayne Almlie

\  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \  \

Is Seeing Believing?
“Unless I shall see in His hands the imprint of the nails,
and put my finger into the place of the nails, and put my

hand into His side, I will not believe.” (John 20:25)

These words above came from the lips of one of Je sus’
very dis ci ples – Thomas.  Con se quently, he has come to be
known as “doubt ing Thomas.”  This de mand for proof has
also been the cry of many peo ple down through the ages –
Un less I can see with my own eyes and have ab so lute proof
of Je sus – I will not be lieve.  To day’s ra tio nal, sci en tific
mind is more prone to this than was the think ing of years
past.  We must be able to math e mat i cally and sci en tif i cally
ex am ine and prove this mat ter of Je sus be fore we will be -
lieve such a thing.

Is that re ally true, though?  Would re ally see ing the real
Je sus re ally die on the cross for the sins of all man kind re ally 
con vince peo ple?  Well, sim ply look to those who did ac tu -
ally stand and watch the event un fold.  There were the two
thieves on each side of Je sus. “And when they came to the
place of The Skull, there they cru ci fied Him and the crim i -
nals, one on the right and the other on the left.”  (Lk. 23:33) 

One of them turned in a death-bed con ver sion to Je sus and
the other blas phemed Him to his death.  Hang ing right be -
side Je sus did not con vince one man as to His re al ity.

Then there was the mul ti tude of peo ple.  “And the peo -
ple stood by, look ing on.” (Lk. 23:35)  It was Pass over when
Je sus was cru ci fied, so most of the peo ple in Is rael were
com ing and go ing in and out of Je ru sa lem.  Since Je sus was
cru ci fied on the out side of the city, he would have been seen
my many peo ple.  What ef fect did it have on them?  “And all 
the mul ti tudes who came to gether for this spec ta cle, when
they had ob served what had hap pened, be gan to re turn,
beat ing their breasts.” (Lk. 23:48)  They were sad dened and
grieved by what they saw, yet, there is no men tion in the
Scrip tures of any one see ing this hap pen and turn ing to
Christ for sal va tion.  

Then there were the rul ers.  “And even the rul ers were
sneer ing at Him, say ing, ‘He saved oth ers; let Him save
Him self if this is the Christ of god, His Cho sen one’.” (Lk.
23:35)  See ing Je sus die had no ef fect what so ever on them. 
They hated Him in His life and min is try, and see ing Him on
the cross was a glad sight for them.  They, who should have
known the Scrip tures and rec og nized the ful fill ment of them 
in this very mo ment, stood by in sheer mock ing and tor ment. 
They would go on af ter His death to have Pi late se cure a
guard around the tomb. See ing Je sus die brought none of
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them to sal va tion.
Then there were the sol diers.  “And the sol diers also

mocked Him, com ing up to Him, of fer ing Him sour wine,
and say ing, ‘If you are the King of the Jews, save Your self’!” 
(Lk. 23:36-37)  These men had fol lowed Je sus along from Pi -
late’s hall and had been the ones to in flict flog ging upon
Him.  They had mocked Him with a robe, crowned Him with 
thorns and beat Him with their fists.  Did see ing Je sus die
have any ef fect on them?  “Now when the cen tu rion saw
what had hap pened, he be gan prais ing God, say ing, ‘Cer -
tainly this man was in no cent’.” (Lk. 23:47)  In Mat thew, we
are told fur ther of this man, “Now the cen tu rion, and those
who were with him keep ing guard over Je sus, when they saw 
the earth quake and the things that were hap pen ing, be came
very fright ened and said, ‘Truly this was the Son of God’!” 
(Matt. 27:54)  Were these peo ple con verted through this?  It is
hard to say whether this state ment about Je sus’ de ity was
one of panic at the mo ment or was a true cry of faith.

So of all the peo ple who did ac tu ally see Je sus die, one
came to faith, and per haps some of the guards, but the vast
ma jor ity did not.  See ing did not con vince them that Je sus
was dy ing for the sins of the world.  This should not sur prise
us, be cause faith is be lief with out proof.  “Faith is the as sur -
ance of things hoped for, and the ev i dence of things not
seen.” (Heb. 11:1)  Faith takes the work of the Holy Spirit
through the Word of God in the heart of man.  It is NOT
based upon see ing.

In fact, if peo ple will not be lieve the tes ti mony of the
Scrip tures, they will not be lieve, re gard less of what they
might see.  In Luke 16, the rich man was in hell and cried out
for Abra ham to send Laz a rus to the rich man’s house to warn 
his five broth ers that they not also come to the place of tor -
ment.  Abra ham’s re ply was, “They have Mo ses and the
Proph ets; let them hear them.”  (Lk. 16:29)  But the rich man
cried all the more, “No Fa ther Abra ham, but if some one
goes to them from the dead, they will re pent!” (v. 30)  The rich 
man thought that see ing was be liev ing, es pe cially to see
some thing as mi rac u lous as some one com ing back from the
dead.  But Abra ham re sponded back, “If they do not lis ten to 
Mo ses and the proph ets, nei ther will they be per suaded if
some one rises from the dead.” (v. 31)

If peo ple will not be lieve the tes ti mony of the Scrip -
tures, they will not be lieve, re gard less of what they might
see or ex pe ri ence.  This is how pow er ful the Spirit of God is
as He works through the Word of God.  Preach ers in years
past went out with just the Word and Spirit of God be cause
they un der stood this pre cious truth.  How about to day?

Selected
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Dear Read ers of the Morn ing Glory 
An Ap peal for Prayer!

Many sincere people feel that something is missing in 
their life and that is TRUE. Our Creator’s “instruction 
manual” has the answers to life’s greatest questions
and need!  Working behind the scene, we
conscientiously seek to be faithful and true to the
inspired Word of God, the BIBLE.  We strive to give
you the Bible in a practical way that will help deal
with the pressures and needs of everyday living.  

God’s Word tells us how to get to Heaven when we
die, and how to live while on the way to that Prepared
Place for a Prepared People.  This life is actually a
dressing room for ETERNITY!  Thus we are not only
seeking to be ‘biblical’ but also true Lutheran in
doctrine, pietistic, conservative and evangelistic in
our presenting the Word of GOD!  

There are people and evil forces behind them which
want to stop the Morning Glory from going forth. 
There is real opposition against this ministry and this
publication.  This should not be surprising since
Satan will oppose the TRUTH because that is what
sets people free. (See John 8:31-32)  We are
addressing issues that nominal Christianity is
promoting and exposing it from Scripture for the lies
and deceit that it really is.  We believe that there is a
growing remnant of true believers in Christ who are
tired of the compromise they are seeing, not only in
Christianity at large, but also in their local churches. 
Some are shaking their heads in sheer unbelief that
things could be as bad as they are, and wondering
where they can find true Biblical teaching that meets
the needs of their soul.  We believe that God has
called us to fill that need:  Biblical truth through the
Morning Glory and true Christian worship and
fellowship through Bible Conferences, tent meetings, 
Evangelistic meetings and the like.

We want to be true salt and light in the midst of a
crooked and perverse generation.  But we will fail at
this UNLESS you earnestly pray for us.  Please do
not read this and dismiss it.  The future of the Hauge
Lutheran Innermission Federation and the Morning
Glory depend upon it.  The future of Christians and
Christian churches are at stake.  

Please pray for Us and the Ministry of the same.

THANK YOU!

“Faith com eth by hear ing, and hear ing by
the Word of God” (Rom. 10:17)
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Update

INTERESTING, FRANK, REALISTIC

“And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high
time to awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is
nearer than when we first believed.” Romans 13:11. 
“See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools
but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days
are evil.”  Ephesians 5:15-16.  

God clearly tells US that where your treasure is there
will your heart be also!  Let me very frankly, yet in love
and con cern, re late a realistic practice in our day that
becomes more than interesting as you keep the above
Bible verses in mind.  

WHY is it that likely most ‘Americans’ are willing to
invest more for a daily newspaper, weekly periodical
and/or monthly magazine than they are to invest in a
Biblically sound Christian periodical?  

Just guessing but perhaps some of you spend as much
as one hundred and fifty dollars for a daily news pa per
rather than a faith based ‘free move ment’.  Per haps this
much for the subscription of a monthly mag a zine or a
weekly periodical and by far most of the information
therein is either ‘negative’ or ‘fodder’ for the gossip
trough!   (Say, by the way how much time do you spend
a day/week watching TV (some folk probably pay
$300 to $500 a year for cable/dish TV connection) in
comparison to reading the BIBLE and secondly
reading ‘Christian periodicals’?)  

NOW don’t mis un der stand ‘me’, it is not wrong to
have a daily news pa per, weekly pa per, mag a zine, etc;
pro vided it is clean/good ma te rial you con sume!  BUT
what goes into the mind (eyes) MUST come out sooner
or later!  “And do not be con formed to this world, but
be trans formed by the re new ing of your mind, that you
may prove what is that good and ac cept able and per -
fect will of God” (Romans 12:2).

INTERESTING, FRANK, REALISTIC!   A word to
the “wise” should be sufficient!  What are our
priorities?  It is the LOVE/GRACE of GOD that
should ‘constrain’ (empower) US!  God loveth a
cheerful GIVER!  It’s not so much how much you
give, but with what attitude you give that REALLY
counts for ETERNITY!  Let the LORD lead!  JESUS
is Watching! 

January’s income for the Morning Glory was:
$2030.00

Each issue of the Morning Glory costs app. $2300.

Thank you and may God richly bless YOU All ways,
Always!  Thank YOU again!

Should a Christian Ever 
Marry an Unbeliever?

By Dr. R.A. Torrey

Most as sur edly not.  To do so is to dis obey the
plain est di rec tions from God’s Word.  He says in 2
Co rin thi ans 6:14, “Be ye not un equally to gether with
un be liev ers.”

When a man and woman marry, they are yoked
to gether in the most com plete and in ti mate sense.  By
“un be liev ers” in this pas sage, God does not merely
mean in fi dels, but all who have not def i nitely re -
ceived Je sus Christ and sur ren dered their lives to
Him.

More prom is ing lives are ship wrecked by a mar -
riage con trary to God’s Word than in al most any other 
way.  Some women marry men for the pur pose of
con vert ing them.  Such mar riages re sult in in ev i ta ble
and utterable mis ery.  You can not hope to con vert an -
other by dis obey ing God your self.


